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I was born in Marburg, Germany in Europe on March 23, 1974 with Down 
Syndrome.  It was because of my parents decision and determination that I 
show less signs of it.  Over the years, I have received post-secondary education 
in the field of child care for a year.  I have held down one real job at Pendleton 
House, a group home for people with handicaps.  This group home was under 
the organization of The Richmond Society for Community Living, a non-profit 
organization that supports people with handicaps and their families.  I was the 
Summer Recreational Facilitator and I planned activities for children and teenagers 
with developmental or physical handicaps.  I was their friend.  I got to know them 
and they got to know me.  It was the perfect summer job for me because I know 
what it is like to have a handicap.  After this job, I began to volunteer through this 
organization’s programs.  For over a decade, I have volunteered in different places 
as a childcare worker.  This year, the Society honoured me by presenting me with 
an award as their Volunteer of the Year.  This award ceremony took place in our 
City Hall, and I was recognized by many.

In September 1999, I went back to college because I wanted to study special 
education in greater detail.  I took courses for three years.  By then I had a 
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better sense of what I really wanted to do in my life.  
So I took my education and experience gained through 
volunteering and with the help and guidance of my 
mother and my current dance teacher, we put together 
Rasika’s Story-Dancing through which I have had twenty-
six public performances.

My team consists of Sudnya Naik, my dance teacher and 
choreographer, and my mother who is my story-writer 
and manager.  Sudnya Naik is a well known professional 
Bharata Natyam dancer, teacher and choreographer.  She 
has been recognized in India and has been awarded the 
Shringar Mani award for dancing.  Above all, she is my 
friend who has seen past my medical label and tries 
hard to give me the best of the world of dance.  She has 
done many things for me such as teaching me Bharata 
Natyam through her newly established dance school, 
and suggesting that I venture out into storytelling.  The 
reason she made this suggestion was because she knows 
that I love children and that I read stories to them.  I 
worked as a volunteer at Treehouse early Learning 
Centre’s Preschool program of the Richmond Society for 
Community Living. They wanted my dance teacher to 
perform there but she said that I should do it.  Sudnya 
choreographed my first very first story, “The Crow and the 
Pitcher,” and I gave a demonstration of Bharata Natyam 
and told this story to the children there.  I had a positive 
response and Sudnya found out that the children and I 
have good chemistry together.  This is how my team and I 
knew that story-dancing would lead to a wonderful future 
for me.

My mother raised me to believe that “slow and steady 
wins the race.”  She is a professor of Hindi and Indian 
Literature at U.B.C., and she also manages the household 
duties and is the publisher of my father’s Sanskrit 
textbook.  She also drives me to my performances and is 
the woman behind the camera.  She wrote many articles 
on her experiences raising me.  After my performance she 
manages the audience feedback book which is a diary of 
what my audiences think of my performances.  So far the 
feedback they have given me has been positive.  It has 
given me the confidence to make my stories educational 
and entertaining.  My education cosists of child care, child 
development, special education and story telling.  I have 
worked with children for thirteen years and continur to 
do so.  My story-dancing is based on Bharata Natyam 

which is one of the seven classical dance styles of India.  
It involves great stamina, flexibility and determination.  
The footwork, hand movements and expressions take a 
lot of time and effort to master.  I am still learning this 
beautiful dance style, but I am able to make use of it in 
my performances.

In traditional Bharata Natyam, the music tells the story 
of Rama, Krishna, or Hanuman through melodic tunes 
and words.  The dancer tells the same story through her 
actions, expressions and footwork.  I think that the story 
selection process is a crucial part of telling stories.  As 
a person with knowledge of child development, I make 
sure that the stories I select have no violence in them.  
We do not select stories that include cruelty to animals 
or children.  I do not want to scare children, and more 
importantly, I want to send out the right message that 
violence is never the answer to any kind of problem.  If 
you are kind, caring and loving to the environment, the 
animals and the people around you will also be kind to 
you.  God plays an important role as well.  This is why I 
read the stories I select very carefully.

What I do as a story-dancer is somewhat different than 
what a Bharata Natyam dancer does.  Here I tell the story 
in words and also act it out by using Bharata Natyam.  
I use abhinaya (expressions) to show the universal 
emotions, hand gestures to show the characters and 
objects and the nritya (footwork) to show the movement 
of the characters.  My words along with my dance actions 
let the children imagine the characters, their emotions 
and their situations.  This combination makes the story 
both visually entertaining and easily understandable.  In 
life, we are a part of many situations, good and bad, and 
stories about them are uplifting, helpful and they bring out 
life lessons which we all follow.  My job is to share these 
experiences with the children to show them that life isn’t 
always easy and that we are the decision makers when it 
comes to our own lives.  I also teach them that attitude 
makes a big difference in our lives.  Bharata Natyam 
makes me feel alive, happy, and alert, and my day goes 
better.  My stories have the same effect on me.  It gives 
me a better outlook on life and helps me to relax.  When 
I practice I feel that I am doing something beautiful and 
spiritually uplifting.  For these reasons, I love dancing.

Rasika Vidyut Aklujkar

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
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Lower Mainland Family Support and Information Group
April 20, May 13

For more events - check out our events and training events on our website at www.rscl.org.



Message from the Executive Director

The fall and winter months have been very busy 
and, at times somewhat trying for the organization.   
Although I am pleased with a number of exciting 
projects and initiatives the agency has embarked 
upon, these positive steps forward have sometimes 
been overshadowed by the continuous assault on the 
agency’s funding and resources.  

As you are possibly aware, RSCL and many 
other similar agencies across the province have 
experienced significant reductions to our provincially 
funded programs.  We have, to the greatest degree 
possible, endeavored to implement these funding 
reductions with minimal impact on the people we 
serve.  Consequently, this upcoming year will be an 
important test for RSCL for two reasons.  Firstly, we 
will be more reliant than ever before on fundraised 
dollars to provide services.  And, secondly we have 
reached a critical threshold in that we will not be 
able to withstand any further cuts to funding without 
it impacting direct service to individuals and their 
families.  As always we will continue to communicate 
with the people we serve, their families and the 
community in general regarding further cutbacks or 
challenges to maintaining current service levels.  We 
continue to be hopeful that our fundraising efforts will 
be successful and that any further funding reductions 
will not be forthcoming in this upcoming year.

In spite of the challenges outlined above, I continue 
to be optimistic about the work within the agency 
and the overall direction of the Society.  During the 
last year the agency has been working very hard to 
prepare for Accreditation.  Accreditation is a formal 
evaluation process.  This process requires that the 
Society examine its practices against internationally 
recognized standards.  Although the Accreditation 
process has been the impetus for many positive 
initiatives, I am confident that these changes are 
appropriate and right for the agency.  I cannot begin 
to mention all the positive changes but the following 
list provides some of the highlights:

Improved communication with the people we 
serve, their families and members.  

This year the agency has begun to publish a 
newsletter twice a year and an additional information 
bulletin for families called “Family News” each month.  
Our website has been improved and now includes 

information about training and upcoming events.  We 
have re-written our brochures and are in the process 
of having them translated into Chinese and Punjabi.

Improved training opportunities for 
staff and families.  

The agency has made a concerted effort to improve 
the training opportunities for staff and families.  We 
have developed a training calendar that is posted on 
our website which outlines many past and upcoming 
training opportunities and workshops.  Please check 
out our website or call the main office for more 
information.

Additional opportunities for Self-Advocates.  

The agency has supported the development of a 
self-advocacy group for adults with a development 
disability.  This group meets on a monthly basis to 
discuss “rights”, mutual issues and concerns and, 
plan social activities.  For more information please call 
RSCL main office.

Request for input and feedback from the 
people we serve and their families.  

In April and May the agency will be sending out 
satisfaction surveys and conducting satisfaction 
interviews with the people we serve and their families.  
Although we have asked families and individuals 
for input in the past, this is the first time we have 
completed this exercise on such a broad scale.  I am 
interested in reviewing the results and encourage 
people to participate in this process.  The more 
information and feedback we have about our current 
service the better able we are to meet the needs of 
the people we serve in the future. 

These changes are but a few positive developments 
within the agency.  Although we continue to be 
concerned about the impact of budget cuts, we are 
endeavoring to keep our focus on the services we 
provide and, to the greatest degree possible continue 
to find creative ways to improve and enhance existing 
supports to individuals and their families.

I’m looking forward to a busy but productive spring.  

Janice Barr
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The following list of people and organizations have contributed greatly to Richmond Society for Community 
Living and we wish to extend our deepest gratitude for their generosity:

Bonnie and Clyde 
   (Sasha Jankovic)
People’s Jewellers
Ranjit Bains
Janet Carson
Lynda Bennett
Richmond Child Care 
    Resources & Referral
Vanoucver Symphony Orchestra
Mt. Seymour
The Keg Steakhouse 
    (Shellbridge Way)
Ramada Park Hotel
Save On Foods
Purdy’s Chocolates
Mandeville Gardens
Nandos Chicken
Back to Health
Dr. Yunhui Hu
Felix & Dean Chen
Sophia Tseng
Rogers Video
Sockeye City Diner
Nutrition House
Jagir S. Bains
Ranjit Nijjer
Sarbjit Khakh
BC Lottery Corporation 
    (Dawn Affleck)
BC Lottery Corporation 
    (Sam Hui)
Sigma Logic Inc. 
R.K.D. Investments 
Mrs. Vinodini Misri 
Harry Dhaliwal 
M. S. Sandhu 
Mander Trucking 
Sukhi Sanghe 
S & S Sand & Gravel 
Aujla Trucking 
Target Transport Ltd. 
Rita Bhinder 
Lisa Exley
Santwinder Mangat
Golden Girls Group Triple-G
Shannon Hendy
Jacqueline Marshall
The Healthy Chef
    (Stanley Coelbo)
Best Western Hotel
    (Richmond)
White Spot (Richmond Centre) 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
CHRISTMAS PARTY

It seems so long ago… Christmas. But we couldn’t let the RSCL Newsletter 
be distributed without mentioning our annual celebration. And what a 
celebration it was. 

Children, both large and small delighted in all the activity buzzing around 
them. It was a hard decision for some; make a table centerpiece, decorate 
a gingerbread cookie or visit with friends. The answer was clear when the 
Guest of Honour arrived – Santa! He had treats, a big old belly laugh and 
love for all. 

Parents were able to take some time to mingle with one another over a cup 
of coffee and enjoy the warmth that was felt throughout the room.

The smiles, laughter and bright eyes of all the children is worth every 
minute of planning for this great event. We hope to see you again this year 
on December 4th for our 10th Annual Children’s Services Christmas Party.

Thank you to the following people and organizations for their contributions 
to our party:

Aqua Riva (Vancouver)
Cactus Club (Richmond)
Dash Wireless (Delta)
Samy J. Peppers (Richmond)
Sears (Richmond)
Dr. Jeanne Ho
Tandoori King
Supreme Pizza
The Quinlon Restaurant
Dr. Susan Leung Inc.
Safeway (Lansdowne)

A Special Thank youA Special Thank you

Rokko Sarees & Fabrics
Sultana
Twiggleberries Bed & Breakfast
Frankie G’s Boilerhouse Pub
Samuel & Christine Shum
Janet Calder
Faye Ho
Eireborn Dance Society
Pauline McCallum
Bob Robertson
Richmond Sunset Rotary Club

Variety Club of BC
McDonalds Restaurants of Canada
Wendy’s Restaurants of Canada
Nat’s New York Style Pizzeria
Old Spaghetti Factory
Chateau Victoria
Gourmet Baker
Save On Foods
Al Scott Lock and Safe Ltd.

Richmond Chrysler Dodge Jeep
Vancouver Aquarium
McCue Drug Store
Ben Branscombe
Tim Hortons (Bridgeport)
Purdy’s Chocolates
Zone Bowling Centre
Sears Canada
Safeway Canada



Since I began working in the role of R.S.C.L. Family 
Resource Coordinator in June 2003, I have directly 
connected with over 30 family members. Over the 
years in my role as a volunteer Regional Resource 
Parent with the Family Support Institute, I have met 
many, many more. I wanted to take time in this 
newsletter to acknowledge and honour families.  

I am so grateful for all the families who welcome 
me into their lives and allow me to walk, even for a 
short time, beside them on their journey. Usually the 
family member I meet is a birth mother or a father, 
foster parent or adoptive parent, but sometimes he 
or she is a brother, sister, aunt, uncle or grandparent. 
What is consistent, regardless of their relationship 
with the person they love and care about, is their 
passion, commitment and a quest for the knowledge 
and understanding that will enhance the quality of 
their loved one’s life.  

I meet parents who have not had a single night of 
uninterrupted sleep for weeks, months or years, 
and yet they begin each day with energy fueled by 
the love they have for their child. I have met sisters 
who have structured their whole adult lives around 
support for their sibling. I know parents who spend 
hours each and every day providing complex care to 
their son or daughter, meet the needs of their other 

Thank you Families...

family members, work outside the home, attend 
meetings for their child, have little or no time for 
themselves, and yet they are the first to offer help 
when someone asks. 

Behind the closing of institutions, the development 
of Associations for Community Living, the inclusion 
of students in the school system, and now, behind 
the efforts to ensure services and supports are 
individual and flexible, you will find families leading 
the way. From one generation to the next, families 
who already lead extraordinary lives continue to 
strive for a better future for their loved ones. These 
are families who are fueled by love, driven by passion 
for social justice and sustained by hope. 

As a parent, I’d like to thank all the families who 
have gone before me. It was because of their efforts 
I never had to live through the anguish of hearing 
a doctor tell me my daughter should live in an 
institution. As a Family Resource Coordinator, I’d like 
to thank all the families I have met for welcoming 
me into your lives, extending your trust, sharing 
your strength, passion and commitment. I continue 
to be inspired by all of you.   

Maria Glaze, Family Resource Coordinator

Multicultural Dinner and Dance

On February 27th the Richmond Society for 
Community Living hosted a Multicultural 
Dinner and Dance.  Over three hundred 
people attended this event.  It was an 
excellent opportunity to create awareness 
while at the same time raise funds for 
children’s programs operated by the 
Society.  A special thanks to the following 
community members that helped organize 
the event and gather prizes:

Gail Bains  Chamkaur Cheema
Ranjit Bains  Sandy Cheema
Amarjit Bilin  Bal Randhawa
Rita Binning  Inderjeet Sanglia

Thank you!
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RSCL operates three residential homes; two with 
four and one with two individuals.  

5635 Steveston Hwy opened in 1989; Muscroft 
House opened its doors first on Rekis Ave in1986, 
and later was relocated to Francis Rd in 2002. In 
January 1996, we were excited to open a Supported 
Living Home for two young women on 2nd Ave.

Our residential homes are fully staffed; however, 
the individuals living here are encouraged to 
participate in all aspects of daily living such as 
shopping, meal preparation and household chores. 
Nonetheless, we are more than that. In the last six 
months we have had many exciting events.

In July 2003,  5635 Steveston house hosted a BBQ 
with a “Mexican Fiesta” theme. We enjoyed live 
Mexican music; Mexican food and games were part 
of this event.

In September 2003, Muscroft house hosted a 
BBQ to celebrate diversity in our Society. With the 
multiculturism theme, we enjoyed food from Egypt, 
Chile, El Salvador, India, Philippines, Poland and of 
course Canada, but mainly we all enjoyed our 
uniqueness and diversity.

Richmond Society Residential Programs!

On September 27, Muscroft House hosted “Day of 
Caring”: with volunteers from Scotia Bank (Richmond) 
who helped give our garden a new look.

In December, all residential homes joined in an effort 
to organize a “Sing Along - Cat in the Hat” party. We 
shared great singing, great food and wonderful music, 
with our friends and families.

With Arlene Hewitt’s voice leading us along at the parties 
and all the dedicated staff, we can say “wow” what an 
exciting six months!  We also went on holidays; in the 
past six months, we visited Victoria, Salt Spring Island, 
Galliano Island, Williams Lake and … Las Vegas. 

With hope and excitement, we are looking forward to 
Spring and Summer. If you are in the neighborhood, 
please come and visit us and experience our 
hospitality. 

Wioletta Okwieka-Reduch, 
Residential Program Coordinator
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As the plane taxied on the run way we were blown away 
by the spectacular lighting of the city of Las Vegas. The 
colours combined with the lights were breathtaking, and 
we couldn’t wait for the adventure to start! We claimed 
our baggage and set out for the hotel, Monte Carlo, eager 
for dawn so that the discovery could start.  

Day 2, we woke up to a ray of sunshine through our hotel 
window and right away we knew we would have gorgeous 
weather. After breakfast we explored various sights on “the 
strip” as they call the Las Vegas Boulevard. Our highlight 
for the day was a Roman show at the Dessert Passage, 
which had Kathy swaying to the music and laughing her 
heart out. The whole city was bursting with Casinos, Elvis 
Presley wannabes and other comedians looking to make a 
buck or two. By close of day, we truly realized Las Vegas 
is the city that does not sleep. The number of Casinos 
was overwhelming and the different games were mind 
boggling for the amateurs that we were.  

Day 3, after the previous day’s gruesome walking, we 
woke up and were surprised that our legs were still 
okay despite the mileage we had covered. We spend 

the day shopping and attended the Fountains 
of Bellagio water show, which is awesome; 
the ladies were thrilled. The day ended with 
dinner in a cozy Italian restorante’. Mario our 
‘attendant’ satisfied our palates with delicious 
Italian pastas and truly made us feel we were 
the most important diners in the restaurant. As 
we took a cab back to the hotel, we couldn’t 
help but think that we were running out of time 
and yet there were still so many shows.

Day 4, we dedicated it to “tourist” shopping, 
picking up the odd t-shirt and souvenir which 

would be part of our memories of Las Vegas. At the end 
of the day, we dined out at the Main Station Terminal 
which has been voted the best buffet in Vegas – truly we 
were not disappointed. Sandy was excited by the whole 
set up and we all had a wonderful dinner. To crown the 
evening, we attended a musical show at Fairmont Street; 
the display is amazing. Needless to say, Kathy took to the 
floor and swayed to the music the whole time the show 
was on Sandy loved it too as she shook to the music as 
we “oohed” and “ahhed” over the spectacular display of 
colours and caricatures! As we headed back to the hotel, 
our taxi driver was amazing, and for once Sandy met her 
match, who out did her in saying hi throughout the ride. 
He had Sandy bending backwards with laughter. Once at 
the hotel, we packed our bags as we soon realized that 
our trip was finally coming to an end.

Day 5, it’s aurevoir, chao, good bye Las Vegas!  We started 
our final day with brunch – buffet at the Bellagio which 
was a delicious spread. As we said our goodbyes to Las 
Vegas, we knew we would miss the warm weather and all 
the antics that are Vegas; so long Viva Las Vegas!! 

Jane Tsenga

VIVA LAS VEGAS! 2nd Avenue goes to Las Vegas!  
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Treehouse has sponsored a child through Foster Parents 
Plan. Xiang-Dong is from the Zhang Lei Gou village in 
China. In order to pay for our sponsorship we rent out 
our parking space in the condo next door to us. 

The children learned about several countries then 
chose China to be the country where they wanted to 
sponsor a child from. We will be writing letters, sending 
drawings and maybe even sending some photos of 
ourselves to Xiang-Dong. 

We have a photo of Xiang-Dong and his mother posted 

TREEHOUSE is sponsoring a Foster Child

at Treehouse. We will be talking to the kids about what 
our money is doing to help our sponsor child as well as 
talking about what Xiang-Dong does during his days 
and sharing any correspondence we receive from him.

The program will focus on water and sanitation, 
education, the health of children and priorities of this 
community. We are excited to share this experience 
with the children and families of Treehouse.

Sue Graf, 
Treehouse early Learning Centre Coordinator
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The Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee is pleased to announce the 
completion of the RSCL Emergency Preparedness Manual/Program. 

Richmond Society for Community Living is committed to the safety of all 
the individuals and children we support as well as the staff. Our Emergency 
Preparedness Program will fully prepare the staff to respond effectively in the 
event of a major disaster including Earthquake, Fire, Medical Emergencies, 
Power Outages and more.

If you are a parent/caregiver/guardian, thinking about your child, whether an infant or an 
adult, being supported by someone other than yourself during a disaster situation can be frightening. 
We wanted to alleviate your fears as much as we could by being as prepared as we could. You are more 
than welcome to look at the new Emergency Preparedness Manual in the program your child attends.

Sue Graf, co-chair of the OH&S committee, will present the manual to all the RSCL programs. This 
will ensure all staff have been oriented to the manual and understand its contents. There is a section 
included within the manual for Family Preparedness to help all RSCL staff prepare at home for a large 
scale disaster. Families of children/individuals who attend RSCL programs are welcome to copy this 
section as well.

If you have any questions you can contact a member of the OH&S Committee.

The Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee is pleased to announce the 
completion of the RSCL Emergency Preparedness Manual/Program. 

Richmond Society for Community Living is committed to the safety of all 
the individuals and children we support as well as the staff. Our Emergency 
Preparedness Program will fully prepare the staff to respond effectively in the 

If you are a parent/caregiver/guardian, thinking about your child, whether an infant or an 

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY

Franklin‛s Pet Trouble

Franklin loved the pet store in the mall.  He loved the dogs most of all.  One day Franklin‛s 
Aunt let him look after her dog that was a poodle.  His name was Sam.  When Sam got there 
he gave Franklin a big lick.

After dinner Franklyn took sam for a walk.  “Hey, whose dog is that?” asked Bear, who met 
tham at the park.  “He is my aunt‛s dog and his name is Sam,” said Franklin.  That night as 
fraknlin was sleeping, Sam ate Franklin‛s cheese bun.  The next day, Sam ran off with his 
leash as Franklin took him for a walk.

Franklin had to run after Sam before he went on the street.  “Sam come back here!” yelled 
Franklin.  Sam ran in a big mud puddle.  “How look at you, you‛re all muddy,” said Franklin.  
Franklin took Sam home to give him a bath.  Sam loved his bath.  At bedtime, Sam went right 
to sleep.  One weel later, it was time for Sam to go home.  “How was Sam?  Was he good?” 
asked Franklin‛s Aunt.  “He got in a bit of trouble, then he was good,” said Franklin.  Franklin 
gave Sam a hug goodbye.

Sue is a member of the Avenues Day Program

By Sue Robertson
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March 5, 2004 

Dear Family Members: 

As the President of BC Association for Community Living and also as a parent, I want to talk to you about changes 
in community living services. I have recently spent some time at regional meetings around the province talking 
to family members and self advocates, and I know that some of you are feeling that you don’t have enough 
information about the changes being proposed in community living services. It is understandable if some of you 
are unclear about what is happening or how it may affect you.

BCACL has prepared a Question and Answer sheet to provide some information about what is going on. The Q 
& A also explains why BCACL supports the transition to community governance for community living services. I 
hope you will take the time to read it. I also invite you to contact me through the BCACL office if you would like 
further information or want to talk about any of your concerns. 

You may also want to attend one of the community meetings that the Interim Authority for Community Living 
B.C. will be holding throughout the province during the coming weeks. These will provide an opportunity to have 
input, raise questions and discuss any concerns you may have. The meeting locations and dates will be posted 
shortly on the Interim Authority website at: www.interimauthorityclbc.ca and will be available from your local 
association for community living. 

As a parent, I also want to tell you why I have been so committed to helping to make this transition happen. 
With a more flexible, community-based system, I think families and self advocates will not only have more choice 
about how we are supported, we’ll have more influence over what happens in our communities. Community-
based governance gives us an opportunity to shape the services that we rely on. 

The changes will also bring together services for adults and children with developmental disabilities under one 
roof. This will provide the continuity that so many of you have been calling for. Too many families are now forced 
into crisis when their son or daughter reaches 19 and suddenly loses the supports they have relied upon. The 
changes will also make it possible for families and individuals to access services using individualized funding 
and the support of independent planning. While this is just one option, for some families it provides a great 
opportunity to design the kind of supports their individual family needs. 

Going through a period of change can be unsettling and frightening. It is certainly not made any easier by 
government’s budget cutbacks. The cutbacks are a serious concern to everyone involved in working for change, 
and I want you to know that at every planning table I have been at, everyone around the table has struggled 
with this issue and pushed the government as hard as possible. 

Despite the budget challenges, I believe that the vision of Community Living B.C. is worth fighting for, because it 
is a vision for the long term. We can continue to work together to address the budget issues. But let’s do it with 
a system that is able to respond more effectively to community needs. 

Yours sincerely,  

John Kehler,  
President

BC Association
for Community Living
Supporting people with developmental disabilities and their families



What are the changes happening in the Community Living service delivery system?

This year, a transfer of authority will take place giving the authority to manage the delivery of community living services to a community-
based provincial board. These services are now run by the Ministry of Children and Family Development. They will transfer to an authority 
called Community Living B.C. (CLBC).

The community has recommended that the provincial governance board must always include more than 50 per cent representation 
from individuals with developmental disabilities and families. That means if there are 9 people on the board, then 5 (50 per cent plus 
one) must be individuals with disabilities or family members. Other members of the board could include community members who bring 
specific skills to the board. 

The key changes that will take place with this transfer are: 

• a provincial board that provides a majority voice for families and self advocates 
• individualized funding available as a choice for those who want it
• services for children and adults with developmental disabilities together in the same system (infant development programs, therapy 
services and Supported Child Care will not transfer to CLBC)
• independent planning support provided separately from services (person who helps with planning is different from person who 
approves or provides service)
• community-based governance at the local level

These changes will allow:

• ongoing input for individuals and families into the design of community living services at the local level
• the opportunity for people to define and obtain individualized services and supports
• individuals and families getting help from independent planning facilitators to define and obtain the supports they need 
• continuity of service from childhood through adulthood, recognizing the lifelong need for support for most people with developmental 
disabilities 
• more flexibility for service providers to respond to individual needs
• more stability and flexibility in budget planning for community living services. 

Why does the BC Association for Community Living support the Community Living B.C. initiative?

For many years, members of the BC Association for Community Living (BCACL) - family members, self advocates, volunteers and service 
providers - have voiced frustrations with the way that the Ministry for Children and Family Development (MCFD) delivers community living 
services. At the provincial level, BCACL has participated in many consultation tables and advisory bodies, but has had a limited impact 
on the major issues families and individuals face in accessing services funded by MCFD. 

With the provincial Liberal government’s Core Review of Services in 2001, an opportunity arose to have a significant and direct impact 
on service delivery. Family members, self advocates and service providers proposed a community governance model that would address 
many of the frustrations people had with MCFD and would begin to re-vision the approach to supporting people with disabilities.

Two of our major achievements as a movement have been ensuring that children with special needs are included in regular schools, and 
the closing of institutions. These were important milestones in recognizing the full citizenship of people with developmental disabilities. 
But we need to continue to evolve. 

Many people with disabilities still have very little choice about their lives. People may live in community without being part of community. 
The current changes will create more opportunities for choice, self-determination and inclusion for individuals and families. 

What are the problems with the current MCFD service delivery system? 

Individuals and families have voiced concern and frustration about the following:

• rigid eligibility criteria
• limited ability of service providers to respond to individual needs 
• services not flexible or portable between communities
• limited choice of service provider, caregiver, etc. 
• social workers act as gatekeepers
• no continuity between children’s and adult services, resulting in poor transitions
• long waitlists

What’s Going on in Community Living Services?  
Questions and Answers on Community Living Changes

Released by BCACL
Q & A No. 1, March 5, 2004
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What about people who are happy with their 
service? 

Many people are happy with their service, and that’s great! 
Restructuring is not intended to disrupt services that are working 
well, and changes will be phased in gradually. Under the new 
system, some people may choose individualized funding. But 
others may choose to stick with the services they have. 

Many service providers will continue to offer excellent services, 
and will also have opportunities to become more flexible and 
responsive to the unique needs of individuals and families in 
their communities.  

Isn’t this just more of the endless restructuring 
we’ve seen before in this ministry?

Previous restructuring was initiated and carried out by MCFD 
with little or no consultation in community. The current 
community governance initiative was proposed and designed by 
members of the community who have worked with government 
to achieve it. This is something we have never before seen 
within this ministry. 

Until recently, government provided limited opportunities for 
families and individuals to have input into the services that 
affected them. The government’s willingness to shift towards 
community governance is an important step forward in ensuring 
people with disabilities have the freedom to make decisions 
about their own lives. 

How can this restructuring be done at a time 
of budget cutbacks?  Won’t people lose their 

service?

Cutbacks are a serious concern, but they are a separate issue 
from restructuring. Restructuring is a process to address the 
long-standing concerns of individuals and families with how 
services are delivered.  

Alongside the restructuring, there have been significant 
budget cutbacks imposed by government. When the Liberals 
first announced their “service plans,” they were proposing 30-
40 per cent cuts in every ministry. The Interim Authority for 
Community Living B.C., along with the community, worked very 
hard to reduce the cutbacks in community living services from 
the initial estimated 30 to 35 percent to 23 per cent, then down 
to 11 per cent. 

This is still a significant cut, but it is much lower than was 
initially anticipated. The Interim Authority and the community 
have worked with service providers and with government 
to make sure that cuts have as little impact as possible on 
individuals and families. This has also prevented government 
from simply closing down services and retendering them to the 
lowest bidder, as has happened with many children’s and family 
services. A detailed explanation of budget outcomes is available 
on the Interim Authority website at: http://www.interimauthorit
yclbc.ca/SummaryBudgetProposal. htm#TOP.

No one likes the cuts, and the community living movement will 
need to continue to work to restore previous budget levels.

Isn’t this just downloading responsibility to the 
community, and getting the community to take the 

flak for the government? 

With community governance, the government still provides the 
funding and the accountability structure. The community will still 
be able to address government directly regarding these issues.

Community involvement in governance is a strong trend in public 
policy internationally, because citizens are more aware of their 
rights and are no longer willing to be passive consumers of 
services designed from the top down. 

With the opportunity to have more control over provincial service 
delivery also comes the responsibility to listen to individuals with 
disabilities and families at the local level.  BCACL continues to 
advocate for a provincial governance board that has 50 per cent 
plus one representation from families and self advocates. We 
also continue to emphasize the board’s responsibility to seek 
and respond to input from individuals and families around the 
province. 

How can Community Living BC proceed with the 
scandal that is now attached to it? Shouldn’t we 

slow this process down and stop the restructuring 
until things get sorted out? 

Most of the issues that have been in the news are not directly 
related to the work of the Interim Authority for Community 
Living. The transition planning for the transfer of community 
living services has been a two-and-a-half-year process that has 
involved many families and individuals and staff from across B.C. 
and internationally. In fact, some people have been working for 
over twenty years for this kind of change in B.C. 

The transition preparation work is close to complete. The Interim 
Authority has had its work reviewed at several key stages of 
development, and its books audited. Since the terms of Interim 
Authority board members ended in February, government 
has appointed a new board chair and two board members. 
The process of hiring a new Interim Chief Executive Officer is 
underway. A Readiness Review has identified some outstanding 
issues the Interim Authority needs to address in order to proceed, 
and the board and staff are now working diligently to ensure 
that these are met as soon as possible. This may involve some 
adjustment of the original schedule.

The board and staff of the Interim Authority are an extremely 
capable and conscientious group of people. They have 
demonstrated their ability to manage a very challenging job 
responsibly and well, and are deeply committed to creating the 
best possible service model for people with disabilities and their 
families. 

For more information

Please contact the staff at BCACL, or see the following websites: 

www.bcacl.org
www.interimauthorityclbc.ca
www.communitylivingcoalition.bc.ca
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Membership 

Membership in the Richmond Society for Community 
Living has many benefits for self, Society and 
community.  Members are automatically added to our 
mailing list.  We encourage you to become a member of 
our Society, simply cut out this form, fill it in and mail it 
to us.  Or you can visit our website (www.rscl.org) and 
join our membership online.

Membership Application

YES!  I want to join the Richmond Society for 
Community Living

Name:

Address:

 City     Postal Code

Phone:

Email:

Please select:
Individual membership
 Annual
 Lifetime

Family Membership
 Annual
 Lifetime

     I would like to donate to the programs and services 
of the Richmond Society for Community Living.

 $250  $100  $50  $25

Please make cheque payable to Richmond Society for 
Community Living.  Tax receipts will be issued for a 

donation, but not for the membership fee.

Please return form to RSCL membership
#170 7000 Minory Blvd
Richmond BC V6Y 3Z5

Our Management Team

Janice Barr
Executive Director

Debra Pierce
Program Manager

Faye Ho
Accountant

Kam Basi
Human Resources Manager

Sue Graf
Treehouse early Learning Centre Coordinator

Roari Richardson
Youth Connections/Transitions Coordinator

Wioletta Okwieka-Reduch
Residential Services Coordinator

Lizanne Ursulescu
Day Program Coordinator

Nancy Long
Supported Living and Respite Coordinator

Maria Glaze
Family Resources Coordinator

Ann McCormick
Infant Development Program Coordinator

Board of Directors 
2003/2004

Annette Delaplace
Bob Robertson
Diane Zimick

Marian Jakovcic
Harvi Grewal

Jamie Pattenaude
Tanis Reimer

Lorraine Shikaze
Pauline McCallum

Janice Black

If you would like more information on our 
programs and services, please contact us and 

we will assist you any way we can.

This newsletter can be viewed online as well as 
other publications on our Society Website at:  

www.rscl.org

Submissions for the next issue of RSCL Views 
are welcome.  Deadline is September 1, 2004.


