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Fall has been a busy time for Richmond Society for 
Community Living.  October is Community Living Month 
across Canada and here in Richmond we celebrated our 12th 
Annual Community Living Month to increase awareness in 
the Richmond community about Community Living.  To 
meet this goal we had information displays at local libraries 
and at City Hall, we partnered with a local elementary 
school to provide information to students in Grades 4 and 5, 
and presented to school support staff at the annual CUPE 
conference.  We also hosted an Employer Appreciation 
Breakfast at City Hall where we kicked off the month with a 
Mayoral Declaration and recognized local employers who 
have hired someone with a disability and participated in 
RSCL Night at a Richmond Sockeyes home game.  On 
Tuesday, November 10th we hosted our inaugural Benefit of 
Possibilities, A Community Affair fundraiser where we raised 
more than $8,000 to help re‐develop the playground at our 
Youth Connections program.  We’d like to thank all the 
families who came out to support these events.  Without 
your support, events like these would not be possible. 

In other news, as we continue to improve communication 
with families, we have developed an RSCL Family News 
BLOG.  The RSCL Family News typically gets printed and 
distributed to families every two months.  What we are 
noticing is that in between RSCL Family News printings, 
there is information that families are not getting.  The RSCL 
Family News BLOG will be updated on a weekly basis and 
therefore will be a much more “up‐to‐date” source for 
information on workshops, news, events and more.  Please 
bookmark the BLOG and check it often for updates.  
www.rscl.org/familynews.   We will make available through 
RSCL programs these hard copies of the RSCL Family News. 

Kami Morris, Manager of Administration 
604‐279‐7040, kmorris@rscl.org 

Things you don’t want to miss:

Upcoming Workshops put on by various 
community agencies:  ACT (Autism 
Community Training), REACH Children and 
Youth Development Society,  

News and Information 

Letter to Van Sun from BCACL President, re: 
IEP disclaimer form 

RDSP deadline approaching 

Full Day Kindergarten coming to BC? –
discussions held October 2009 

Cross‐Ministry Transition Planning Protocol 
for Youth with Special Needs.  

Improvements to CLBC's Eligibility Criteria.  

HandyDART strike update 

RSCL Children’s Holiday Party 



RSCL FAMILY NEWS November 2009 

Upcoming Workshops 

 

ACT’s Upcoming Speakers for 2010 – Save These Dates! 

While the Olympics have meant that we will not be presenting live events in Vancouver until the end of March, we are 
working very hard on the ACT Online Learning Community (AOLC). Currently there are five on-line videos available with 
two more due before the end of this year. (More about AOLC in our December newsletter but for a preview see: 
www.actcommunity.net/webcast/PDFs/AOLC-p1.pdf & http://www.actcommunity.net/webcast/PDFs/AOLC-p2.pdf). We 
are also finalizing a number of live events for 2010. The registration forms for the events below will be available in the 
New Year. Meanwhile, save these dates!  

MARCH 2010 

MARCH 26 - VANCOUVER 
Increasing the Social Skills of Children with ASD: Targeting Acquisition and Motivation 
Presented by: Bridget Taylor, Psy.D., BCBA  
Executive Director, Alpine Learning Group, New Jersey | Details > 

MARCH 27, 2010 – VANCOUVER 
Bridges to Adulthood for Learners with ASD: Targeting Skills For the Next Environment 
Presented by: Peter Gerhardt, Ed.D., BCBA  
President, Organization for Autism Research | Details > 

APRIL 2010 

APRIL 22 - 24, 2010 – VANCOUVER 
Celebrate April Autism Awareness Month ‐ Focus on BC Research in Autism  
Pre‐Conference Workshop Thursday, April 22, 2010 – Taking the Stress Out of Mealtimes ‐ Tackling Feeding Issues in 
Children with Autism  
Presented by: Lauren Binnendyk, Ph.D., BCBA‐D  
Coast Behaviour Analysts, Vancouver | Details >  
 
Main Conference Program Friday & Saturday, April 23 & 24, 2010  
This conference will feature 15 different presentations, running three concurrent sessions over two days. | Details >  

MAY 2010 

MAY 7 – VANCOUVER 
Evidence‐Based Practice in Sensory Processing Disorder: Subtypes, Assessment and Intervention  
Presented by: Lucy Jane Miller, PhD, OTR,  
Executive Director, Sensory Processing Disorder Foundation and of STAR (Sensory Therapies And Research Center), 
Colorado | Details >  
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SEPTEMBER 2010 

SEPTEMBER 10 & 11, 2010 – VANCOUVER 
The Challenge of Adulthood for Teenagers with ASD – Encouraging Resilience & Self‐ Reliance 
Presented by: Michelle Garcia Winner, CCC‐SLP | Details >  

 
Hands‐On Verbal Behavior,  

Presented by Suzanne Jacobsen, Ed.D., BCBA & Richard Stock, M.Sc., BCBA Saturdays, January 9, 16, 23, 2010  8:30 

a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  Strategy Room 320 Wosk Centre for Dialogue  Simon Fraser University – Downtown Campus  580 

West Hastings Street, Vancouver   EARLY BIRD DEADLINE ‐ NOVEMBER 5, 2009 

Registration form available at: 
http://www.actcommunity.net/workshops_and_training/workshops/2010_pdfs/Hands‐on‐VB‐2010.pdf 

 

 

Keeping our children safe 

How to help ensure bad things won’t happen (and good things will) so our children with special needs have good lives 
‐ Safeguards: Addressing Personal Vulnerability Through Planning. Part of a good life is feeling safe from harm. 
Safeguards are practical actions that help reduce the risk that someone will be harmed at home, work or play. Making 
sure that safeguards are part of our children’s personal plan is a good way to try to reduce the vulnerability of our 
children as we strive to help create good lives for them.  

December 3rd, 2009, 9: 15 am  12:00 pm ,  

EIBI Room,  Reach Child Development, Society, #3‐3800 72nd Street; Delta, BC V4K 3N2.  

RSVP by November 24th, 2009  

To register or for more information, please contact: Shirley Paterson,  FSI ‐ Family Support & Workshop Coordinator 
spaterson@fsibc.com toll free: 1‐800‐441‐5403 / tel: 604‐540‐8374 ext. 525.  

This free workshop is for families, professionals and others interested in creating a good life for people with disabilities, 
limited registration with priority given to family members. *** Refreshments Provided ***  
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The Just Jammin’ Program is a place where 12 to 17 year old boys and girls with special needs can meet weekly to 

share music, sing songs, play instruments and learn new skills while having fun, which is staffed with a behavioural 
consultant, a musician and an assistant.  The child /staff ratio will be 4:1 and within a group of 8 children. The goal is to 
provide opportunities for youth to express themselves through music, experience a variety of instruments and share 
their musical abilities in a fun, relaxed setting.  

January 7th 2010 to March 4th 2010,  
Thursdays, 6:30 to 8:30 PM,  
at Reach Play & Learn Site, 11425  84 Ave. North Delta. (Between the North Delta Recreation Center and the Firehall 
Center for the Arts)  
$200.00 per child.  
Contact Program Manager, Elysa Philip at Reach Child and Youth Development Society,  
at 604‐946‐6622 ext.312 or e mail elysap@reachdevelopment.org 

Kids Friendship Club dates and times for Winter 2010.  
A group for children and youth with autism facilitated by behavioural consultants in a group of  8‐10  children to 
strengthen socials skills and develop peer connections. Children must be able to manage safely and independently in a 
ratio of 4:1.  
Cost is $650.00  
Located at 11425‐84th Avenue North Delta BC.  
Call Elysa Philip, coordinator at 604‐946‐6622 ext.312 to discuss registration.  
The younger kids are ages 9‐11. Wednesdays from 6:00‐7:30pm, January 6th‐March 10th;  
The older kids are ages 12‐15 years old Tuesdays from 6:30‐8:30pm January 5‐ March 9th 

 

Richmond Centre for Disability is hosting two workshops on  

Registered Disability Savings Plan. 
 
Monday November 23, 2009 ‐ ENGLISH 
5:30 ‐ 6:30pm 
Richmond Centre for Disability (100 ‐ 5671 No. 3 Road, Richmond) 
 
Wednesday December 9, 2009 ‐ MANDARIN 
3:00 ‐ 4:00pm 
Richmond Centre for Disability (100 ‐ 5671 No. 3 Road, Richmond) 

All you want to know about Registered Disability Savings Plan:   
What it is, Who qualifies, What are the benefits, How to open up RDSP accounts, How to withdraw from RDSP, and 
more... 
For registration, please call Carrie at 604‐232‐2404. 





RSCL FAMILY NEWS November 2009 
 

TD launches Registered Disability Savings Plan  
with extensive investment offerings 

 
TORONTO, November 2, 2009 – TD Waterhouse today announced the availability of a brokerage Registered 
Disability Savings Plan (RDSP). An RDSP is a tax-assisted savings plan designed for families to save and 
invest for the long term financial needs of individuals with severe and prolonged disabilities.  
 
“TD Waterhouse is proud to offer the only brokerage RDSP in Canada and the most extensive array of RDSP 
investment options available,” said Paul C. Whitehead, Jr., SVP, Products and Services. “With TD 
Waterhouse, clients can open their own self-directed trading accounts, or brokerage accounts with their 
financial planner or investment advisor, and invest in instruments that provide potential for long-term capital 
growth.”  
 
As with other registered plans, assets grow tax-deferred, and investment income and gains earned in the plan 
are attributable to the beneficiary when withdrawn from the plan. Beyond the planholder’s contribution, an 
RDSP may also be eligible for government contributions, such as matching payments from the Canada 
Disability Savings Grant program to a lifetime maximum of $70,000 per beneficiary and stand-alone payments 
from the Canada Disability Savings Bond program, up to a lifetime maximum of $20,000. 
 
“An RDSP can be a key element in planning for the long-term well-being of a person with disabilities,” said 
Patricia Lovett-Reid, Senior Vice-President, TD Waterhouse. “It allows the individual and their family to build 
for their future financial security and help ensure peace of mind. The benefits of tax deferral, potentially lower 
tax rates upon withdrawal by the beneficiary and government contributions can combine to help offset any 
increase in long-term medical costs or assisted living.” 
 
For information or to open an RDSP, clients can visit any TD Waterhouse or TD Canada Trust branch or call 1-
866-280-2022 or 1-866-966-6061 (TTY line). For more information on TD’s RDSP, please visit 
www.tdwaterhouse.ca/rdsp. TD Waterhouse’s broad range of options includes Discount Brokerage, Financial 
Planning and Private Investment Advice accounts. 
 
 
About TD Bank Financial Group 
The Toronto-Dominion Bank and its subsidiaries are collectively known as TD Bank Financial Group. TD Bank 
Financial Group is the sixth largest bank in North America by branches and serves approximately 17 million 
customers in four key businesses operating in a number of locations in key financial centres around the globe: 
Canadian Personal and Commercial Banking, including TD Canada Trust and TD Insurance; Wealth 
Management, including TD Waterhouse and an investment in TD Ameritrade; U.S. Personal and Commercial 
Banking through TD Banknorth and TD Bank, America's Most Convenient Bank; and Wholesale Banking, 
including TD Securities. TD Bank Financial Group also ranks among the world's leading online financial 
services firms, with more than 5.5 million online customers. TD Bank Financial Group had CDN$545 billion in 
assets on July 31, 2009. The Toronto-Dominion Bank trades under the symbol "TD" on the Toronto and New 
York Stock Exchanges. 
 

-30- 
For more information, please contact: 
Barbara Timmins 
TD Wealth Management 
416-307-6498 
td.capa@td.com  
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Law Banning People from Using Cell Phones and Handheld 
Devices When Driving Announced 
 
 
Dear Community Partner, 
 
On October 21st Kash Heed, Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General, announced changes to the Motor 
Vehicle Act that, following legislative approval, will mean it will be illegal for people in British Columbia to use 
hand-held cell phones and other portable electronic devices while driving.  
 
The BC Coalition of People with Disabilities has been advocating for such a ban and we are pleased with 
Minister Heed’s announcement. We are also encouraged that Minister Heed has committed to implement a 
public education campaign to educate drivers about the new rules and the dangers of driving while distracted. 
We believe such a campaign will be crucial to ensuring that the new law will be as effective as possible. 
 
The ban will become law on January 1st 2010.  
 
We would like to sincerely thank all the community organizations, municipalities and individuals who have 
written to us in support of our efforts to see this legislation implemented. Thank you also to the BC Association 
of Chiefs of Police and the BC Medical Association, the Association of Chiefs of Police and ICBC.  
 
Valerie Thoem 
BCCPD Executive 
 
Jane Dyson 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
Parents of Youth with Disabilities: This group supports families of youth with disabilities (age 14 and older) who are 
transitioning from youth services to young adulthood. The group meets every first Wednesday of the month with a guest 
speaker to discuss topics of common interest, such as resources, housing, taxation, financial planning and more.  

When?  
First Wednesday of each month (except January) 6:30 – 8:30pm,  

Where? 
Pacific Spirit Community Health Centre 2110 West 43rd Ave @ West Blvd. Refreshments served.  

Limited childcare and transportation subsidy available on request . Dates & Topics: 2009:  November 4th Housing; 
December 2ndCommunity Living BC, latest re organization. 2010  February 3rd Registered Disability Savings Plan (RDSP); 
March 3rd Sports and Recreation for People with Disabilities; April 7th Post Secondary Education; May 5th Employment 
for People with Disabilities; June 3rd  Sex Education for Youths with Disabilities. Socials – January winter social and June 
summer social / special graduation celebration dates to be advised. Contacts: Yuko McCulloch, Coordinator  604 222 
2258  yukomcculloch@telus.net This e‐mail address is being protected from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to 
view it ; Rachelle Czerwinski  604 722 8774  r_czerwinski@hotmail.com 




