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treehouse: a place
for children to grow

T

reehouse early Learning
Centre is one of nine programs offered by Richmond Society for Community Living (RSCL). As
part of RSCL’s Children’s
Services, Treehouse offers both full and
part-time preschool and daycare for 25
children ages 2.5 to 5 years. Treehouse
is an integrated program offering care
for typically developing children and
dedicated spots for children with disabilities or who have additional support
needs.
Treehouse operates with five staff members and one supervisor who are certified Early Childhood Educators. Recognizing the value of seeing beyond
disability to ability, Treehouse also believes in diversity hiring practices and

Did you
know:

?

supports individuals who attend Adult
Services programs to volunteer at Treehouse. Recently, the staff at Treehouse
have received training and have begun
to implement the Reggio Emilia approach to emergent curriculum. Focusing on the interests of the children
through self-guided curriculum, the
program is based on the principles of
respect, responsibility, and community
through exploration and discovery in a
supportive and enriching environment.
Circle time has become a meeting
among children and staff where themes,
ideas and theories are discussed. The
time is used for the children to share
their interests and develop a plan to initiate a learning experience. Art projects,
discovery and story-time flow from the
topics and ideas discussed. Books are

not simply read to the children, rather
they are brought to life by acting them
out, and stories and plays are written
by the children based on their interests
and imaginations.
The team at Treehouse also brings both
traditional and non-traditional holidays
to the Centre. Celebrations such as El
Dia de los Reyes, Chinese New Year,
Diwali and Chanukah help the children
to develop an appreciation for cultural differences. Treehouse is built on
the celebration of diversity in culture
and acceptance of those with varying
abilities. Whether it’s exploring space
through art, stories and re-enacting the
“Big Bang theory” or learning to write
Chinese symbols, one thing is constant
– love.

RSCL offers several programs and services
that meet the growing needs of children
and youth with developmental disabilities
and their families.
◗ Infant Development Program
◗ Supported Child Development
◗ Family Respite
◗ Treehouse early Learning Centre
◗ Youth Connections
For more information on these, or any other
services offered by RSCL, please visit
www.rscl.org.
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